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NICK HARDWICK  

I think another very important aspect of this is that report that the Prisoner Education Trust 

and Prison Reform Trust did, Through The Gateway, the use of new technology, social media 

in prisons.  I’ve said this before, but I’ll say it again, I can’t see in this day and age how you 

can provide anything remotely resembling an education for students, even if they are in 

prison, if they don’t have access to the internet. 

 

PRESENTER: 

Chief Inspector of Prisons, Nick Hardwick. 

PET identifies key issues, that once addressed, could make prison education much more 

effective.   

The digital divide, is just one area; access to technology is widening the gap between 

people in prison and the rest of the community. 

 

NICK HARDWICK 

... and I think we need to open up prisons, properly, proper safeguards with proper 

management of the risks, so students in prisons have access to the resources they need to 
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study and the richness that’s out there. 

 

JOHN LISTER 

There’s a whole digital inclusion agenda going on.  The fears are about prisoners getting 

online access.  What you can do is just give a white list of sites, as it’s called, which is sites 

that you can access, like the Open University site and everything else is blocked so from a 

technical point of view there’s absolutely no reason why they can’t have limited online 

access. 

 

PRESENTER: 

John Lister, who investigates and evaluates courses, to advise prisoners on their best 

options.   

 

Research like 2013’s Through the Gateway study, produced with Prison Reform Trust, has 

become integral to PET’s work.  It’s data that helps give voice to arguments that will 

influence policy decisions taken at government level.  PET can be confident about striving 

to be part of that conversation, because distance learning works. 

ELIZABETH ANDREW: 

I think that the research shows, the research is quite clear and it says the figures for re-

offending are 19 per cent for us and 26 per cent for the matched group, okay, that looks 

very good... 

PRESENTER: 

Figures published by the Ministry of Justice in January 2014 confirms that distance 

learning is effective. 

It’s evidence based on a group of three thousand people who had done distance learning 

with PET, which found, that those prisoners were much less likely to reoffend after 

release, than those in a match sample with similar characteristics.  

 

So good news; and a platform the charity wants to build on by looking into what it can do 

for its alumni.  One idea is to make money and mentoring available to PET-funded 

students through a resettlement programme.  A pilot project was carried out by Tim 

Moulds:   
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TIM MOULDS:            

Prisoners Education Trust does loads of brilliant work helping people do education in prison, 

and this was an obvious next step and we restricted it because it was a pilot, to people under 25 

and to people in London prisons and offered them a grant, less than five hundred pounds so the 

grant proved to be very helpful.  [A] And did you get any information on what people were 

using that five hundred pounds for? [T] yeah, as you can imagine because it was a pilot we 

tracked everything really, really, carefully.  There are the things that you’d expect, people 

saying I’ve done a plumbing course, now I want plumbing tools – fairly obvious.  A lot of 

people said they needed a computer.  It’s a tool they’ve got to learn to use, so actually, 

funding just to buy a pretty basic laptop, that also was really helpful.  So those are the sorts 

of things that people were using the grant for. 

 

This was a pilot study so it was small.  I think we made about fifty grants in all.  But over a 

third of them now are at university, the people we made grants to.  I mean a lot of people 

go into prison, with not even Level 1, Level 2 education, so I was pleased with that statistic. 

 

PRESENTER: 

It’s a bigger achievement than PET’s founders could have imagined 25 years ago.   And this 

type of initiative is part of a more joined-up approach to getting the most out of the 

resources channelled into prisons.   

Prisoners Education Trust is keen to make sure prisoner’s voices are heard, and their 

stories shared.   

Events, like their annual carol concert, provide an ideal showcase. 

 

ALEXANDRA MARKS: 

I’m Alexandra Marks and I am Chair of the Board of Trustees of Prisoners Education Trust. 

[A] And I heard you speak this evening, you did say a few words at the end there, and it 

seems that this kind of event is very important to giving a sense of inclusivity, is that right?  I 

think that’s right, I think it does two things, one is that it makes people aware of what we do 

and it puts a human face on the work that we do.  So hearing from our alumni as we now 

call them, I think is very powerful because it personifies why what we do is so important and 

I think therefore people understand why it’s worth doing what we do. 

 

DAVID BURTON: 
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I feel very proud in a way that it’s something that’s taken off; there was obviously a need for 

it.  We were quite lucky in a way that we got the right people at the right time.  We got 

Vernon to start with who knew enough about the law to set up a charity.  We had Elizabeth 

who as a fundraiser was beyond compare.   

 
PRESENTER: 
David Burton, the surviving co-founder of Prisoners Education Trust.  
 
 
DAVID BURTON: 
It needed more than one person to do it, it needed people with all sorts of skills, 

educationalists, of whom I consider myself one, people involved with rehabilitation of 

prisoners.  All these people have given a contribution that has gone together to make this a 

success and it couldn’t have happened without particularly Vernon and Elizabeth and many 

other people as well. 

 

 
PRESENTER: 

David Burton, with a fitting ending to this celebration of Prisoners Education Trust.   

 

My thanks to the staff at the charity for their help in making this programme, and to all 

the contributors who’ve been involved in this project.   

 

Special thanks go to Jose Aguiar and Susannah Henty. 

 

 I’m Andrie Morris.  Thanks for listening. 
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